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Notes on the Shoeing of Horses, especially in connection 
with the present road surfaces of the country. 


By Major-General Sir Layton Bien«rnsop, K.C.B., 


D.S.O. 
(Presented to the Central Veterinary Society.) 


Everyone who has practical experience of horses 
is fully aware of the unsuitability of the modern roads 
for horse traffic. These roads are the outcome of 
the introduction of motor traffic, and have undoubtedly 
hastened the diminution of horses as a means of 
locomotion throughout the country. I was going 
to say locomotion for either pleasure or business, 
but no one can claim any pleasure from riding or 
driving horses over these modern road surfaces—in 
fact, few owners of horses kept for pleasure nowadays 
make use of roads voluntarily, owing to the danger 
of their horses falling. 

You are all probably aware that for a considerable 
number of years search has been made to find a 
practical road surface, suitable for both horse and 
motor traffic, with very little success, and there 
does not seem to be any prospect of a suitable surface 
being discovered. The reason is that motor and 
animal traffic demand diametrically opposite road 
surfaces. The problem has been attacked by the 
County Surveyors’ Sociéty, who, at the request of 
the Ministry of Transport, appointed in 1919 an 
expert Committee with the following terms of 
reference :—to consider the steps which “it is 
advisable to take to make the impervious surface 
of the roads of the country less slippery for horses, 
and to carry out such experiments and investigations 
in connection therewith as may be necessary.” 

The Committee set up consisted of three County 
Surveyors, who apparently approached the question 
primarily from the Engineer’s point of view, and 
incidentally consulted the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers, the Farmers’ Union, and the Royal 
Agricultural Society. In the interim report of this 
Committee, published in April, 1920, it is indicated 
“that it would appear that complaints were far more 
common in some counties than in others, and generally 
arose in the more rural areas; that they came mainly 
from farmers, to a lesser degree from riders and drivers 
of light horses, but not from general hauliers ; further, 
that they were generally seasonal in their incidence, 
arising chiefly in frosty weather, but also on damp 
rather than wet days, and only occasionally in dry 
weather, except at the end of a long period of drought, 
when the road surface had become highly polished. 
The replies also tended to support the view that 
asphalt roads were less slippery than either tar 





macadam, pitch grouted or tarred water-bound roads, 
An analysis of the methods of surface treatment also 
suggested that a slag dust was the covering material 
which produced the most slippery surface, and that 
crushed shingle, fine gravel or coarse sand, or in 
some cases granite clippings, afforded a better grip 
for horse traffic.” 

The Committee made a further proposal, which 
would appear to be rather beyond their original terms 
of reference, to carry out experiments in the shoeing 
of horses. It is extraordinary that even when this 
aspect of the problem was to be considered the 
veterinary profession, who have always been the body 
to lay down the scientific principles of shoeing, was 
not approached, while representations from the 
following societies were added to the Committee as 
co-opted members :— 

The National Farmers’ Union, The National Pony 
Society, The Worshipful Company of Farriers, The 
Royal Agricultural Society, The London Cartage 
and Haulage Contractors’ Association, The Equine 
Defence League, The Shire Horse Society, The 
R.S.P.C.A., The Royal Automobile Club, and The 
Automobile Association and Motor Union. 

This Committee submitted a further report, dated 
22nd September, 1921. The conclusions arrived at 
in this report are summarised in a report to the 
Minister of Transport by Sir Henry Maybury, Director- 
General of Roads, dated the 26th October, 1921. 
As this latter report is at present out of print, I venture 
to read you a full extract from it. 


(a2) MetrHops or Roap Construction. — After 
exhaustive enquiries and experiments, the committee 
have, unfortunately, failed to satisfy themselves that there 
is any accepted method of road construction, or of road 
surface treatment, which, while capable of withstanding 
the effects of modern traffic, does not, under certain 
climatic conditions, become slippery for horses. 

There is practical unanimity among Road Engineers 
that road surfaces which carry any considerable mechanic- 
ally propelled traffic must of necessity be waterproof, if 
they are to endure, as the permeation of water leads to 
rapid deterioration. The close texture required for @ 
waterproof surface cannot apparently be dissociated 
from an occasional liability to slipperiness. 

The experimental road sections put in hand during 
1920-21 were planned with a view to discovering whether 
these stretches of road, when provided with an asphaltic 
or bituminous surface, were in fact less slippery than when 
constructed of tar macadam; and if so, whether the 
advantages gained were sufficient to justify the cost of 
the adoption of some such treatment. 

The results of the experiments were briefly as follows :— 

Two stretches of road, one in Worcestershire and the 
other in Yorkshire, were grouted with a proprietary 
material in which bitumen and tar are incorporated. 
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The surface was found to become polished under traffic 
and to show a tendency to slipperiness, though on the 
Yorkshire section horses did not show the same liability 
to slip as on an adjacent tarred section of road. On the 
grounds of cost and comparative slowness in laying, this 
process is not likely to be extensively adopted as a means 
of ameliorating slippery road conditions. 

Two sections of another road in Worcestershire were 
laid with specially prepared asphalte carpets. Here again 
complaints of slipperiness were received when the surface 
was damp, and owing to its cost, it is improbable that this 
material will be used on other than very heavily trafficked 
roads. 

A surface treatment with cement grout was tried on two 
other sections of roads. This appeared to be fairly 
effective on the section with comparatively light traffic, 
especially when fine gravel was placed on the grouting ; 
but in the case of the second road, over which there was 
heavy mechanical traffic, the greater portion of the 
material disappeared within 48 hours of the opening of 
the section. 

(6) The committee have considered the practicability 
of leaving the sides of a road in waterbound macadam 
and confining the treatment with waterproofing material 
to the central portion of the road. They found a great 
preponderance of expert opinion to the effect that this 
course is only possible within very narrow limits and where 
motor traffic is comparatively light. In several cases 
where this procedure has been adopted it has been found 
impossible to maintain the sides of the road with any degree 
of satisfaction or economy. 

(c) Surrace DreEssincs.—As an immediate means of 
alleviating slipperiness of existing surfaces, the committee 
advise the application of coarse sand, sharp grit, crushed 
gravel or shingle, or granite chippings not exceeding }in. 
gauge, to such sections of roads as may from time to time 
become unduly slippery. 

For this purpose highway authorities may find it 
necessary to provide themselves with mechanical grit 
spreaders, so that the material may be more expeditiously 
and economically applied. Arrangements should be made 
to have a sufficient supply of suitable material available 
on or near all sections of roads which are liable to become 
slippery. Sections which are particularly troublesome 
during early morning frosts should be gritted over-night, 
if weather conditions indicate the probabliity of frost. 

The committee point out, however, that these surface 
dressings eventually form mud or dust. Their application 
should, therefore, be carried out with discretion and only 
to the extent necessary to make the roads reasonably 
safe for horses. 

Applications of tar to existing surfaces should be limited 
to those actually necessary for the purpose of water- 
proofing and binding, and should not be repeated unless 
and until conditions require it. An ample allowance of 
grit should be used after each application of tar, so as to 
incorporate as much grit as possible with the tar.  , 

(d) SHoeING EXxPERIMENTS.—These experiments com- 
menced in October, 1920, and continued during the winter 
and spring. 

About thirty kinds of shoes and attachments were 
submitted for examination. A number of these devices 
were not regarded as practicable, but there were a few 
which, in the opinion of the committee, deserved closer 
investigation. In several cases the persons forwarding 
the proposals were not in a financial position to place them 
on the market. 

The attachment selected for experiment, as the most 
useful and the least costly, was an improvement on the 
Flexible Bridge Pad, which obtained a prize in the open 
competition initiated in 1914 by the Roads Improvement 
Association. 

326 sets of the pads were issued free of cost to farmers 
and other horse owners in twenty-two different counties. 
The trials were carried out with various classes of horses on 
all kinds of road surfaces, including asphalte, bitumen, 
tar macadam, tarred and ordinary macadam surfaces. 
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Unfortunately, the majority of the horse owners to whom 
the pads were sent for experiment did not show as much 
interest as might reasonably have been expected if the 
evil of slipperiness were in fact severely felt, and only 
134 reports were received on their use. In 103 of these 
(77 per cent.) a definite opinion was expressed that the 
pads were effective, to a greater or less degree, in pre- 
venting slipping on road surfaces. 

Some owners added the qualification that they were not 
suitable for horses working on the land and only using the 
roads occasionally. 

In several cases the reports were extremely favourable, 
and the writers stated their intention of continuing the use 
of the pads. The general view appeared to be that the 
use of the pads slightly lengthened the life of the ordinary 
horse-shoes. ° 

It is significant that a number of veterinary surgeons 
have taken great interest in the experiments conducted by 
the committee. Two of these gentlemen have voluntarily 
submitted reports on independent trials which have come 
under their observation. In both of these reports 
emphatic views were expressed as to the value of the pads 
to horses in preventing slipping on modern road surfaces. 
The writers stated that they habitually used them on 
horses they themselves ride or drive, and that they intended 
to continue their use. 

(e) After careful consideration of these experimental 
results, the committee express the opinion that a large 
measure of safety for horses on public highways could be 
obtained by improved shoeing, and by the adoption of 
rubber pads or other devices similar to the one which has 
been the subject of their experiments. 

The report on these experiments is signed by all the 
co-opted members as well as by the original members of 
the committee, but it is only fair to add that three of the 
co-opted members of the committee have qualified their 
adherence to the report by the addition of notes expressing 
their personal views. 

A representative of the National Pony Society expresses 
his regret that he is unable to see any solution to the prob- 
lem, as the cost and trouble of attaching special pads will 
prevent them ever coming into general use. The second 
representative of the National Pony Society also draws 
attention to the cost, and states that while the pad is 
undoubtedly of service to harness horses, it has grave 
disadvantages for the saddle horse. He regards pads 
merely as a palliative, and presses for a complete revolution 
in the methods of road making. 

Finally, the lady who acts as Hon. Secretary of the 
National Equine Defence League asserts that the pad, 
with which the experiments were conducted, “ presses a 
section of the frog continuously, unevenly and severely, 
causing pain (often acute), and ultimate permanent 
injury. Moreover, full heels have to be cut for fitting. 
Worn shoes with attachments submitted for inspection 
are so wide as to need ‘seating.’ Yet this has not been 
done, thereby showing utter disregard of the borse.”’ 


Now this question of slippery road surfaces has 
been most carefully considered by the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps for many years in connection with 
the shoeing of military animals. 

In 1907, when serving in South Africa, I introduced 
a pattern shoe for use in army horses, to take the 
place of a shoe which had been originally evolved 
in India, and which proved unsatisfactory, owing to 
its short life, and its giving insufficient protection 
to the foot. This shoe gave most gratifying results. 
It was found that it not only outlived any other 
pattern shoe of the same or even greater weight made 
from similar material, but also that many animals 
which were unable to work in shoes of the ordinary 
pattern without becoming lame could perform useful 
work when shod with this shoe and remain sound. 
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This shoe, a pattern of which I now pass round, 
is a thin broad-webbed shoe, with half the width of 
the web at the toe bent up at an angle of 22 degrees. 
This was done originally by placing the shoe when hot 
in a vice, and bending it with the aid of a straight 
edge and a hammer. Later, several different tools 
were made for this purpose ; the best of these, made 
at the Royal Army Veterinary School of Farriery, 
under Captain Budd, is that 1 now show you. With 
this tool a shoe can be made with extreme accuracy 
and a minimum of labour. This shoe has a very 
decided advantage over the ordinary rolled toe shoe, 
which is made on the horn of the anvil, and, owing to 
the drawing which results, is usually a worn-out 
shoe before it is put on to the foot. 

Here in this shoe we have the whole thickness of 
the web at the toe, where it is most required. The 
angle at which the toe of this shoe is bent was taken 
from the angle of wear at the toe of the ordinary 
flat shoe. Now this wearing at the toe, as you will 
appreciate, is due to the freshly-shod horse striking 
the toe against the ground. ‘This striking causes a 
considerable jar to the structures of the foot, which 
you will readily understand is transmitted to the back 
of the horny box. It is in the structures at the 
posterior part of the foot where pathological changes 
giving rise to lameness are most frequently seen, and, 
it is in my opinion, this striking of the toe is the 
greater factor in the concussion complained of by all 
who have to work horses on metalled roads. By 
simply bending the shoe at the toe we mitigate this 
concussion and enable animals to work sound, animals 
which the jar resulting from the flat shoe would 
cause to become lame. These photographs clearly 
illustrate my point. That the shoe I show you is 
physiologically sound in pattern is proved by its 
even wear. Here is an ordinary army pattern shoe, 
showing the wear at the toe ; here are worn shoes of 
the new pattern showing practically even wear from 
toe to heel, proving that the friction on the latter 
shoe is equally distributed over its whole surface. 

You all appreciate that the wear of the shoe is due 
to friction with the ground, but I do not know that 
it is generally appreciated that this wear is in inverse 
ratio to the square area of the shoe which comes into 
contact with the ground. You will find that when a 
horse wears its shoes out quickly it is customary to 
thicken the web of the shoe instead of widening it. 
This value of the width of the web was very forcibly 
brought to my notice when employing horses shod with 
the ordinary Arab shoe. Here we have a shoe 
practically covering the whole sole and frog, and the 
life of this shoe is much longer than that of one of 
our thick shoes made of far harder material. Any- 
thing which reduces the area of the ground surface 
of the shoe will result in its wearing more quickly ; 
this is seen both in the fullered and bevelled shoe. 
I think that you will all agree that a road shoe should 
have a wide level ground surface if itisto wear. With 
the ordinary road shoe the wear at the toe results 
in the clip becoming weak and the shoe, although 
not otherwise worn out, being unsatisfactory to 
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remove. Now this new pattern shoe can be removed 
until it is completely worn out. In the majority of 
cases the outside toe of the shoe will be found to 
be most worn, and in removing the shoes it will 
lengthen their life to change them over to the opposite 
foot. This wear at the outside toe is very clearly 
shown in these photographs. 

Before leaving the structure of the shoe, I would 
like to point out that it is greatly strengthened by the 
angle at which the web is bent at the toe, and that there 
is no danger of its closing or spreading at the heels, 
no matter how thin it becomes in wear. Further, 
the cutting away of the web at the heels not only 
gives more room for the frog to function, but has a 
very important bearing in preventing horses picking 
up stones. This shoe has been used on hacks, polo 
ponies, hunters, Cavalry riding horses and draught 
horses of every description, over every variety of 
ground, under widely differing climatic conditions, 
and on almost every breed of horse. — It has invariably 
given satisfactory results as far as economic wear 
and comfort of the animal is concerned. 

When waterproof road surfaces became more 
general, it was quickly appreciated that this shoe, 
which ensures frog development and allows the 
developed frog to come into contact with the ground 
surface, would prove valuable in preventing horses 
from slipping. The experiments which I carried out 
in 1910 to 1913 gave very promising results ; but 
unfortunately were interrupted as far as this country 
was concerned, owing to my transfer to India. The 
shoe was well tried in India and during the great war 
on the different fronts. Since peace it has been 
further tried on the modern slippery roads in this 
country, and the conclusion has been reached that its 
use results in giving horses working on these roads 
au far better foothold than they can obtain from 
india-rubber pads or any other known non-slipping 
devices. You will see from this photograph of a 
shod hoof how the shoe permits the frog to come into 
contact with the ground and act as a natural pad. 
In order that full use may be made of the frog, it is 
necessary that the web of the shoe should be sufficiently 
thin to permit the frog reaching the ground. Here 
I have some ordinary flat cfipped shoes, the clips of 
which have been removed and the shoe bent at the 
toe. These shoes are too thin to allow the frog to 
come into action and prevent slipping, and in addition 
the area of the ground surface, owing to the narrow- 
ness of the web, is not sufficient to give them as long 
a life as the greater area of this lighter pattern shoe 
ensures. 

The natural frog has been found to be about equal 
to the india-rubber pad in preventing slipping on dry 
surfaces, but it is when the roads are wet that it is 
really superior, as under these conditions the pads 
have been found to be positively dangerous. It has 
been noticed that roads are more slippery on damp 
rather than on wet days. This is chiefly because a 
good fall of rain thoroughly washes the road surface 
and prevents it attaining the condition of greasiness 
which occurs after slight showers in damp muggy 
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weather. There is no doubt that horses themselves 
must be blamed, to some extent, for the dangerous 
state of our roads. This fact will be appreciated 
by anyone who has ridden in the rear of mounted 
troops using modern roads. Here the horses are 
constantly slipping on the dung which has been 
dropped by the horses in front of them. There is 
no doubt clean roads, whose surfaces have been 
thoroughly flushed either by a heavy fall of rain or 
by a hose, are far less slippery than the dirty roads, 
which are, unfortunately, so frequent in the present 
day. Again, whichever system of shoeing is employed, 
provided it does not seriously damage the road sur- 
face, it will be found that the oil from motor traffic 
is a serious danger to horses. 

These shoes which I have been demonstrating are 
made of mild steel. For a long time it has been 
falsely maintained by farriers and horsemen that 
horses «lip more with steel shoes than with those made 
of iron. I consider the real reason this fallacy was 
pressed on horse owners is that steel shoes outlive 
those made of iron, and consequently are more 
economical to the owner and less profitable to the 
farrier. Whatever may have been the reason for 
this false opinion, it had a very serious effect on our 
horse traffic over the roads in the great war. The 
Germans were using steel shoes, and the value of these 
in economy of wear was very quickly appreciated 
when they fell into our hands. 

Practical horsemen have recently advocated, in 
the daily press, that the grass on the sides of the 
country roads should be so laid down so as to enable 
it to be used by riding horses. This would, of course, 
be chiefly to the advantage of hacks and hunters, 
but even these horses would sooner or later have to 
traverse stretches of tarmac surfaces and would require 
to be suitably shod. There is no doubt a great deal 
could be done to make the sides of the roads available 
for horses, but it would not do away with necessity 
for modifying the present system of shoeing. 

In conclusion, while not claiming that the method 
of shoeing I have laid before you is an absolute remedy 
against slippery roads, I submit that it is the best 
practical solution we have so far obtained to this 
problem, on the solution of which the utility of horse 
traffic so largely depends. Here we have a shoe 
which can be used on the land as well as on the 
roads; it is economical, extremely simple, can be 
made by any practical farrier, and while it does not 
injure the road surface, permits the horse to work 
in comfort. 


(Discussion to appear in our next issue). 


Equine Defence League Leaflet. 
Minister AND “INDIFFERENCE TO EvipENcr.” 


The Minister of Agriculture, Sir Arthur Boscawen, 
in The Times of Friday of last week, placed before the 
public a spirited denial of the allegations made in a 
recent leaflet by the National Equine Defence League, 
relative to the alleged continuance of cruelty in 
connection with the export horse trade, together with 
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ensuing correspondence on the subject. The follow- 


ing appeared :-— 
To the Editor of the “ Times.” 

Sir,—-The people of this country have for a long time 
been concerned about the conditions under which 
horses are exported to the Continent. The passing 
of the Exportation of Horses Act in 1914 practically 
put a stop to the export of worn out horses by provid- 
ing that every horse sent abroad must be examined 
by a veterinary inspector and passed as capable of 
travelling and being worked without suffering. The 
Act still does not prevent the slaughter of horses for 
food on the Continent, but the administration, which 
has been made very stringent since the resumption of 
the trade since the war, has brought about to a 
considerable extent the slaughter, on this side, of 
horses intended to be used for food, and their export 
as dead meat. 

The conditions under which the traffic takes place 
are now continuously and closely scrutinized by 
permanent officers of the Ministry, and I do not hesi- 
tate to say not only that cruelties have been eliminated 
as far as the transport is concerned, but that the foreign 
countries to which the horses go are watchful to see 
that no avoidable suffering is inflicted upon the animals 
on arrival and in transit to the slaughterhouse. As 
long as the administration is maintained at its present 
level, there is neither traffic in worn out horses nor 
“ cruelty,” except such as occasionally occurs when- 
ever and wherever defenceless animals fall into the 
charge of men of a certain type. Nor is further 
legislation possible except at the cost of destroying 
the whole export trade in horses for any purpose. 
Nevertheless, the wildest tales of cruelty continue to 
be circulated with some show of authority, and 
obtain credence because to the English mind the 
whole idea of the slaughter of horses and their use for 
food is repugnant. 

I have recently had occasion to protest against a 
leaflet issued by the National Equine Defence League, 
the reply to which manifests such an indifference to 
the evidence behind its charges and by means of which 
it draws subscriptions from the public that [ feel it 
a duty to publish my own letter and the reply it has 
elicited. 

Yours falthfully, 
ARTHUR G. BOSCAWEN, 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 
10 Whitehall Place, 8.W.1, January 26th. 


[Cory. ] 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 10 Whitehall 
Place, 8.W.1, December 28th, 1921. 

Dear Madam,—My attention has been drawn to a leaflet 
issued by the National Equine Defence League, of which | 
gather you are secretary. 

The leaflet opens with a statement that “ blinded and 
shattered pit ponies, cast Army horses, and those too 
painfully diseased to be seen in England, are being roughly 
shipped to the Continent.” There is not the slightest 
truth in this assertion. As you are aware, no horse may 
be exported from this — except under a licence that 
it is fit to travel and work. Inspectors of the Ministry are 


stationed at all the ports from which horses are exported. 
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It is their duty to refuse licences to a horse affected in any 
of the ways you enumerate ; their work has been constantly 
watched and supervised, both officially and unofficially, 
and [ invite you to produce any evidence of such gross 
derelictions of the obligations laid upon them and upon the 
ey | as your assertions imply. 

The legislation of this country does not permit of the 
exportation of worn out horses, but only of horses fit to 
travel and work. If your Society has any evidence to 
show that the provisions of the Act are not being fully 
carried out, the Ministry will take instant action upon it, 
but in the absence of such evidence, and in the light of 
repeated examination of the manner in which the export- 
ation of horses is being conducted, the Ministry denies 
formally the truth of the assertions contained in the leaflet. 
| must therefore ask for the withdrawal of the leaflet ; 
otherwise the Ministry can only conclude that your Society 
is deliberately exploiting the natural indignation of the 
public when it hears of cruelty to animals by means of 
allegations that cannot be sustained. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sed.) ARTHUR G. 
Matthew. 


BOSCAWEN. 

Miss M. K. 

| Copy. ] 
The National Equine Defence League. 
January 20th, 1922. 
Sir A. G. Boscawen. 

Dear Sir,—-Your letter of December 28th was received 
duly, and T consulted a man who knows the inner working 
of the traffic thoroughly, asking him to give the leaflet 
his very close and careful consideration. He returned it 
to mo saying, “* Every word is true to-day.”’ This is what 
L quite expected, 

Yours truly, 


(Sud.) M. K. MATTHEW, Hon. Secretary. 








To THE Verrian CoLLAge. 

Addressed as above, the following letter successfully 
secured the attention of the professor at the Camden Town 
Clinique. 

Dear Sir, 
I ham Sending Bay Mare for you to Exhanior for mo 
sho has ad a verry bad Cold the Slime Runing from Nose 

1 Cant get hor to Kat any hard Grubb at tall that is the 

Reason | ham Sending my Man With her If you think 

that 2 or 3 day Would do her Good my man Can Loave 

her Their. Oblige Mr. 


Delepine Memorial Tablet. 

A committee has been formed, consisting of the 
Vice-Chancellor, Sir Kdward Donner, Drs. Niven, 
Brindley, Slater, Sidebotham, and Mr. Heap, with a 
view to placing a bronze tablet in the Public Health 
Laboratory, Manchester, in memory of Professor 
Delepine. 

Dr. K. J. Sidebotham, Public Health Laboratory, 
York Place, Manchester, would be glad to receive 
subscriptions, which should not exceed £1 Is. Od, 

Professor K. Delepine rendered material service to 
the profession, and worked amicably with the Man- 
chester men. Some years ago he contributed a paper 


to the N.V.A, 


The interesting suggestion was made at the annual 
meeting of the Northumberland Agricultural Society, 
held at the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick, recently, 
that the Society should appoint a Diseases of Animals 
Sub-Committee to watch the health of the flocks and 
herds of the county and to cover the ground not within 
the scope of the Statutory Committee of the County 
Council. 
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The Veterinary Record. 
4th February, 1922. 


R.C.V.S. MEETINGS 
COUNCIL. 


OF THE 


The report of the Quarterly Meetings of Committee 
and Council of the R.C.V.S., which we published last 
week, contains so many matters of importance that a 
complete discussion is impossible in the space at our 
disposal. The most important duty was perhaps 
that of the Council which sat in committee on the 
appeals of the Universities of London and Liverpool 
and of the unqualified practitioners against the 
granting of the Supplementary Charter. We are 
able to say that the high legal opinion obtained 
confirms and strengthens the Council's position, 
and no doubt a letter will be eddressed to the Privy 
Council replying to the criticisms and supporting the 
We feel justified in voicing 
astonishment at the threat so openly made in the final 
We 


have never hesitated to affirm in these columns that 


original application. 
paragraph of the letter from the Privy Council. 


uw searching enquiry into the conduct of the Royal 
College must prove of great benefit to fhe profession. 
It is, however, a very different matter when we find 
the College being threatened that unless consideration 
is given to several points of a completely revolutionary 
nature, “the only alternative may prove to be the 
institution of a searching enquiry into the whole 
question, which might easily lead to great changes 
in the powers and privileges of the College.” We 
may be wrong. It is possible that the advice was 
tendered in the spirit of a friendly warning. 
Nevertheless, at a time when the R.C.V.S. is exerting 
its utmost endeavours for, the maintenance of its 
very existence, it would indeed be pardonable if 
members of Council put a different construction on 
the intention conveyed in the final paragraph. 

From the report of the Finance Committee we note 
that instructions were given to take proceedings in 
certain cases for the reeovery of the Annual Fee due 
in April of last year. We very much regret that this 
should be necessary. We are convinced that if mem- 
bers generally knew even a little of the nature and 
amount of the work done by the Council of the College 
in their interests, there would be not a single instance 
of an unpaid annual fee. The amount is so small 
just equal, in fact, to the amount of the health insur- 
ance stamps for a domestic servant- that one can 
scarcely believe that any member in general practice 
has any real excuse for not paying. When the 
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Amendment Bill was passing through Parliament, 
even those M.P.’s who opposed its passage were 
struck with the modesty of the amount asked for by 
the College for the maintenance of its work. 

The reports of the Examination and Registration 
Committee give, as usual, but a brief summary of the 
routine work done by these two important bodies. 
The Parliamentary Committee’s report is full of 
interest, and shows that the members are fully alive 
to the importance of protecting the interests of the 
profession on.such questions as the employment of 
Dangerous Drugs, the regulations for the production 
of Grade A or Certified Milk, and the conditions of 
service in the R.A.V.C. The long letter to the War 
Office, which we reproduce in extenso, should satisfy 
all those concerned that the Council is giving its whole- 
hearted support to their claims. The proposal of 
one member that this committee should consist of 
the whole of the members of the Council was defeated 
later in the meeting, but it will be noticed that the 
committee itself is to consider suggestions to facilitate 
the election of committees. Lf an agreed scheme 
can be drawn up, the objection raised that some 
members could not get elected to any particular 
committee should be met. 

By the report of the Honours and Prizes Committee, 
we are pleased to see that the Steel Memorial Medal 
is to be awarded to Mr. Albert Hassall, M.R.C.V.S. 
Mr. Hassall has been for long attached to the Bureau 
of Animal Industry at Washington, and in collabor- 
ation with Dr. Stiles, has produced a classic work of 
reference, namely, the Index Catalogue of Medical and 
Veterinary Zoology. We congratulate Mr. Hassall 
on the honour conferred upon him, and would voice 
our conviction that it is well deserved. The medal, 
which is awarded in memory of the late J. H. Steel, 
is given not oftener than once in every three years, 
in recognition of scientific or literary work of merit 
connected wth the profession. 

This committee has recommended drastic alteration 
in the regulations of the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary 
Prize. It is suggested that the winner should not 
necessarily be required to study abroad, and that the 
professional subjects of examination should no longer 
be five, but one, chosen by the candidate from a list 
given, in addition to both French and German. This 
should make the Examination at once more attractive 
to candidates, and more suitable for the purpose 
of the prize, which is the providing of means to 
prosecute post-graduate studies. 

The Library Committee’s report contains, as usual, 
a long list of additions to the Library, which seems to 
be attracting a flow of literature bound to prove of 
utility for reference. Our most grateful appreciation 
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is due to the Secretary for his gift of a bound volume 
of the Annual Reports of the College for the first 
fifty years, viz., 1845-1894. This set must be 
unique, and it is indeed gratifying that away has been 
found to secure and preserve these valuable documents. 

Comment is not required on the proposal to defer 
the coming into force of the new regulations regarding 
preliminary education, for it will be seen that a motion 
has been tabled to bring the new standard into force 
on March 3lst, 1923. All students entering the 
Veterinary Colleges in October and January next 
will, if this motion is formally carried, be eligible 
to enter on the lower standard. In this connection, 
however, we think it worth while to correct an im- 
pression which seems to be prevalent, namely, that 
the standard of preliminary education for medical 
students has been raised, or is about to be raised. 
The fact is that the General Medical Council has 
recommended that certain lower examinations should 
not be approved after January next; but this is a 
mere suggestion. The General Medical Council 
has no power to enforce it, and unless the various 
medical examining bodies adopt the suggestion, 
the recommendation will remain a pious expression 
of opinion. We need not consider, therefore, in this 
connection anything but the needs of our own pro- 
fession, and we might be permitted to ask how many 
of those who talk of raising the standard know 
exactly what the present standard is ¢ 








To the Fellows and Members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 1 beg to offer myself as a candidate 
for election to the Council of the R.C.V.S. 

1 do so at the request of several brother- 
practitioners, to whom I have been known personally 
for many years. 

Following my retirement from the Ministry of 
Agriculture (after 22 years’ service) 1 am free to devote 
my time and energy to the interests and to the affairs 
of the Council and our profession. 

In my view it is of supreme importance that the 
Council should, without further delay, take steps to 
adjust the scandalously inadequate remuneration 
now being paid to veterinary surgeons by the Govern- 
ment and public bodies throughout ‘the country. 
From experience gained as a borough councillor, 
I am well acquainted with the conditions of employ- 
ment, and the fees and salaries paid to practitioners 
in different parts of the country. There can be, | 
regret to say, no shadow of doubt that many of those 
now in municipal employment find themselves com- 
pelled to accept fees that are quite incommensurate 
with the responsibility of their work; less, indeed, 
than the wages paid by some boroughs to their 
labourers. As a professional brother puts it, in a 
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letter just to hand—‘‘they make us take on most 
responsible work during the best years of our life, 
and then give us for pension much less than a polic e- 
superintendent ; less, I believe, than a sergeant. 

It is time that a vigorous effort was made to rectify 
this anomalous condition of affairs. 

The public, despite their natural desire for economy, 
would, I am confident, support any  well-devised 
plan to get us fair play, and your Council, by bringing 
pressure to bear upon Parliament and Local Authori- 
ties, cando much to help the rank and file of the pro- 
fession to obtain those fair and just conditions of 
employment to which they are entitled. It is to 
the rank and file that I appeal for support. If they 
are satisfied with the present state of affairs, by all 
means let them continue to vote for those who have, 
with much ability, served the Council in the past, 
but, if not, let them join me in an earnest endeavour 
to get our grievances—gross and palpable—-removed. 

-Yours truly, Wm. C. B. Revint. 

Ashdon, Saffron Walden. 


Mbsiracts and Reviews. 











Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Register of Veterinary Surgeons for 1922 is 
now published, and may be obtained at the office of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C.1, price 5/6, post free. This is 
the complete edition, containing Acts, Charters, 
Bye-laws and Appe yndices. The smaller edition, 
containing register of members’ names and addresses, 
will be forwarded gratis in due course to all members 
on receipt of the annual fee, due on April Ist next, 
but it would be worth while for members interested 
in the welfare of the body corporate to purchase the 
complete edition. The bye-laws now contain the 
revised regulations for the D.V.S.M., together with a 
new schedule giving the syllabus for the examination. 
The various lists of committees, officers, examiners 
and honorary associates are, of course, brought up 
to date, and the whole book corrected to the end of 
the year. Quite a number of members have the 
retired mark (j]) placed against their names, and we 
find that these names are omitted from the counties 
lists. These latter lists show only those who are in 
practice. A complete and up-to-date list of officers 
of the R.A.V.C. is given, and ranks of members who 
held temporary commissions in the late war are 
indicated, both in the body of the register and in the 
counties lists. The Animals Anzsthetics Act is 
given in full, and extracts from the Acts are printed 
together with the Notification of Disease Order. 
There is a complete list of the Divisions of the 
N.V.M.A., showing officers for the current year and 
times of meetings. Finally the annual report of 
the Council for the preceding year is included, and a 
complete index is given. We would call special 
attention to the list of names of members whose 
addresses are unknown to the Registrar, given on 
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p. 249, as we understand that these names will be 
removed during the course of the present year unless 
wddresses are supplied. 


Muktesar Laboratory Report 
(continued from p, 42). 

Electric centrifuges. The new centrifuges supplied 
were erected. Six have been in continual use, while 
three have been kept as spares for use while the others 
are being overhauled, repaired and cleaned. No 
breakdowns have occurred during the year, and the 
replacements have only been ordin: ary wear and 
tear. 

It was necessary to limit the running of the centri- 
fuges owing to shortage of engine power. During 
the current year an estimate has been sanctioned by 
Government to supplement the existing engine power, 
and provision of funds has also been made. 

Supply of hill bulls and plains animals. No difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining plains animals during 
the year under report, but in the latter part of the 
year the supply of hill bulls was insufficient. This 
may improve after the onset of the rains. 

An effort was made to find a suitable market for 
the discontinued animals. They are all immunised 
against rinderpest, and to that extent are of an 
enhanced value since their purchase, and in addition 
are always sent out in better condition than they 
were on arrival. Unfortunately, however, they are 
not a class of animal which finds a ready market 
with cultivators, as the hill bulls are the undesirables 
of their race, being sold to the laboratory at a cheap 
rate because they are old, misshapen or undeveloped, 
and the male buffaloes are only in limited demand. 
Four hundred and thirty-six hill bulls and 333 male 
buffaloes were sold by auction at Haldwani and 
Bareilly, as against a negligible number in previous 
years. 

Branch Laboratory. For the preparation of anti- 
rinderpest serum and to maintain the rinderpest 
virus for use in the inoculations by the serum simul- 
taneous method, the Branch Laboratory at Kurgaina 
(Bareilly) was opened early in October, 1920. As 
in previous years, a number of grass chuppers (sheds) 
were erected for the accommodation of animals. 

The total output was 1,054,955 doses, as against 
1,124,816 doses during 1919-20. The decrease was 
due to the closing down of serum produgtion by the 
end of February, or three weeks earlier than in pre- 
vious years. This was necessary, because, in the 
absence of cold storage, serum produced after the 
onset of the warm weather is apt to become con- 
taminated and useless, and this had occurred during 
the last two years. 

The question of utilising the Izatnagar site at 
Bareilly has again been re-opened, as the Kurgaina 
site is very unsuitable. Experience has shown that 
in the circumstances in which the Muktesar laboratory 
works it is essential to have a branch laboratory at 
Bareilly to act as a feeder. 

The branch laboratory can also conveniently 
augment the supply of serum during the cold weather 
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months. By drawing on the parent laboratory for 
a nucleus trained staff and by entertaining temporary 
men locally, about ten lakhs of doses of rinderpest 
serum can be prepared at one-third of the cost of 
production at Muktesar. Thus each laboratory is 
complementary to the other. 

Financial aspect. The receipts from the sale of 
the laboratory products during the year 1920-21 
amounted to Rs. 369,666-9-7*, against Rs. 384,396-4-11 
realised during the year 1919-20. These receipts, 
together with a sum of Rs. 83,147-2-0, the cost of 
the products supplied: to the Military Department, 
come to Rs. 452,813-11-7. 

The total value of all products prepared during 
the year under report is Rs. 568,830-6-0, against 
Rs. 495,228-6-0 for products actually prepared in 
the previous year. 

General Remarks. No epidemic of a serious nature 
occurred amongst the labour during the year under 
report. 

A few cases of influenza were reported during the 
winter, but the outbreak was of a mild type, and was 
soon brought under control. 

Owing to the isolation of the laboratory, transport 
difficulties will last until the ropeway from Kath- 
godam is constructed. The cost of transport has 
gone up 25 per cent. over the previous year and 90 
per cent. over the pre-war rate. As all commodities 
are obtained from the plains, the enhancement in 
cost all round is thus doubly felt. 

The paucity of quarters for the accommodation of 
the subordinate staff was keenly felt, andthe make- 
shift arrangements effected are far from satisfactory. 
In February, 1921, the Government of India sanc- 
tioned Rs. 10,000 to be utilised in providing tem- 
porary quarters for certain members of the staff. 
To a certain extent this will relieve the situation 
and discontentment. 

The reorganisation of the serum-making depart- 
ment mentioned in last year’s annual report has 
more than justified the means adopted. The addi- 
tional expenditure involved has been negligible, and 
in the first year an increase of 25 per cent. in the 
serum production at Muktesar has resulted. This 
represents a substantial increase in revenue with a 
negligible increase in expenditure. The full fruits 
have not yet been derived, and it is hoped that an 
even greater improvement will be shown in the 
future. 

All the dressers, except five, very inadvisedly 
struck work on the 16th June, 1920. They however 
realised that they had been foolish and returned to 
work on the 16th July, 1920. This strike threw a 
great strain on the whole staff of the laboratory, and 
they responded loyally, with the result that full 
production was maintained throughout. 

My thanks are due to the whole staff of the labora- 
tory for the whole-hearted way they worked through- 
out the year. 

I wish specially to place on record the good services 
rendered by— 





* This amount includes Rs. 12,466-10-0 realized out of the arrears of 
the previous year, Bills amounting to Rs. 25,144-1-0 are still due. 
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(a) Munshi Abdul Ghani, Senior Veterinary 
Inspector, who is a most capable and zealous 
officer. 

(6) Rai Sahib Pandit Krishna Nand, Office 
Superintendent, who has, as in the past, been a 
tower of strength in meeting emergencies, and whose 
efficient work and sound local knowledge are a 
great asset to the office. 


PREPARATION OF SERA AND VACCINES. 

Rinderpest serum. During the year 1920-21 
3,631,940 doses of anti-rinderpest serum were pre- 
pared, as against 3,189,736 doses prepared during the 
preceding year, and 3,126,136 doses issued against 
2,813,733 doses in the previous year. 

Out of the above amount 408,810 doses were 
issued to the Military Department, against 633,550 
doses supplied during the year 1919-20. 

It is reported in the Annual Report of the Civil 
Veterinary Department, Punjab, for the year 
1919-20 :— 

“The number of inoculations would have con- 
siderably increased during the year under report if 
the supply of serum had not been restricted by the 
laboratory on account of an unusual demand for 
this product.” 

The Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, 
Burma, in his Annual Report for the year 1919-20, 
remarks : 

“ Serum inoculation operations had to some extent 
been restricted during the year, as the Director and 
First Bacteriologist was on every occasion unable 
to supply the quantity of serum as it was required. 
In addition, the calls for inoculation were so numerous 
that it was not possible to supply the inoculating 
staff in addition to the serum in every case.” 

The following extract from the Annual Report of 
the Civil Veterinary Department in the Mysore State, 
for the year 1919-20, refers to the general opinion of 
the ignorant ryots regarding the advantages of 
inoculation as a preventive : 

“Steps were taken to combat contagious disease, 
especially rinderpest, against which 23,698 head of 
cattle were inoculated. Inoculation has become 
very popular and is greatly appreciated in most 
parts of the province. 

“It is begged for by the ryots in the Bangalore 
District on the first appearance of the disease. Still 
in a few parts there is the belief that disease is due 
to the ill-will of some deity, consequently there is 
opposition to inoculatior.” 

The improvements effected in the serum making 
department enabled us to meet all demands during 
the year under report, and on the 3lst March, 1920, 
a balance of 1,074,844 doses of anti-rinderpest serum 
was maintained in our stock. 

In many cases it would appear that Provincial 
Veterinary Departments would be better served if 
they could keep, say, a normal six months’ supply 
of serum in cold storage using ice in the hot season, 
as one of the chief difficulties at Muktesar is to get 
the serum to railhead. In times of urgent demand 
the laboratory is often faced with many departments 
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clamouring for large amounts of serum together, and 
is unable to comply quickly owing to lack of transport, 
even though the serum is in stock. If all departments 
could maintain a good stock, the laboratory would 
be able to distribute its work more evenly. 

At the same time it is evident from the above 
extracts from annual reports that a supply of 36 
lakhs of doses will not be sufficient for long, and the 
question of starting a new laboratory in South India, 
in addition to the branch laboratory at Barely, 
will have to be decided soon. 


KXAMINATION OF SPECIMENS AND INOCULATION 
Work. 


Specimens examined, During the year under 
report 39 specimens were received for examination 
and report, as against 63 in the previous year. 

In addition to these four specimens were received 
from which autogenous vaccines were prepared. 

The nature of the specimens received and examined 
is indicated in the following table : 





NUMBER OF SPEOIMENS. 
Name of Specimens. 


Positive | Negative | Doubtful 

Piroplasmosis oe aD 3 — [_ — 
Glanders Bk ei x 3 4 l 
Black Quarter a: -- l 
Tuberculosis ... onl “an 2 ] 
Anthrax wis es wat l 1 
Johne’s Disease ai iid — 2 
Malignant Oedoma L 
Dourine ‘ l | 
Surra ink jue oe l 
Hemorrhagic Septicemia ...  — ._ * 
Epizootic Lymphangitis } 
‘Tumours ‘ ia i 3 - l 
Flies ... ne oes we ] —_ 
Miscellaneous aid ne 2 2 | 5 

Total ... jase 19 lt 7 








Inoculations by the serum simultaneous method in 
the military dairies. In consequence of the transfer 
of this work to the Military Department, inoculations 
by the simultaneous method were carried on during 
November and December, 1920, by one Veterinary 
Deputy Superintendent (Mr. Vacha) in the dairy farms 
at Kirkee and Belgaum. . 

The following table shows the number of animals 
treated : 





Pure- } 
bred 
im- | Cross- | Coun- | 
ported| bred try | Buffa- Re- 
stock | stock | stock | loes | Total |Deaths| marks 
Southern Circle | 
Kirkee a = 86 60 32 | 178 nil 


Belgaum on 2] 114 1 | 117) nil 


Total...) — 88 | 174 33 | 295 | nil 


























Amongst the inoculated cross-bred young stock an outbreak of 
hemorrhagic septicwmia occurred, and 14 animals succumbed to it from 
the 14th to 17th November, 1920. 
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RESEARCH. 


During most of the year | was working single- 
handed. In consequence, research had largely to 
give way to routine. Mr. Doyle has similarly found 
very little time for research since his appointment. 

Rinderpest. The following experimental work was 
taken in hand : 

(1) The preparation of anti-rinderpest serum, using 
animals of moderate susceptibility as virus 
producers. 

(2) A further investigation into the duration of 
the immunity conferred by serum alone. 

(3) An investigation into the nature of the immunity 
conferred by very large doses of serum when 
given simultaneously with a dose of virulent 
blood. 

(14) The elaboration of a special apparatus for 
bleeding the virus producers and injecting the 
serum producers for use in large scale rinderpest 
serum production. 

Bulletins on these subjects are in course of pre- 

paration and will shortly be sent for publication. 

Kyuine contagious abortion. Experiments were 
carried out with a bacillus obtained from aborted 
foetuses at the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar, 
which proved to be the bacillus abortivo equinus, 
An account of these experiments will be published 
shortly. 

Publications. During the year 1920-21 the fol- 
lowing paper was submitted for publication : 

The Serum Simultaneous Method of Inoculation 
against Rinderpest, by W. A. Pool, M.R.C.V.S., 
Agri. Res. Inst. Pusa Bulletin No. 120. (In the 
press.) 

[Annual Report of the Imperial Bacteriological 
Laboratory, Muktesar, for the year ending the 
3ist March, 1921.) 








Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Kditor will be glad to receive from members and other 
contributions to this column of reports of intoresting cases. 


A Case of Tetanus in the Dog. 
(By J. A. Grirritus, M.R.C.V.S8., Nyasaland). 


Subject. An Airedale dog, 10 months of age. 

History. Reported by the owner to have been bitten 
in the right cheek by a strange dog a fortnight before 
the onset of symptoms, which he thought might 
possibly be those of rabies. 

The owner stated that the wound in the cheek had 
healed and that the day before he had noticed a con- 
siderable amount of saliva dribbling from the corners 
of the mouth and the animal was unable to swallow, 
although it would try to take any food offered. 
Throughout the night previously there had been 
repeated a peculiar howl, unlike anything he had 
heard in a normal dog, 

Symploms.-On examination about thirty hours 
after the onset of the first symptoms noted, I found 
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the patient had definite tetanic spasms. The animal 
was standing in the typical wooden attitude of this 
disease, as seen in the horse, with head and neck 
extended, limbs stiffened, jaws tightly clenched, 
and the membrana nictitans protruding. There 
were violent spasms of the caput muscles of the right 
foreleg, followed by a very complete abduction of 
the limb from below the carpus; this was repeated at 
intervals and any cause for excitement appeared to 
aggravate this symptom, as when the owner called 
the patient to him this reflex action of the muscles 
was repeated at shorter intervals. The animal 
could move in a stilted staggering manner, and when 
water was held up to its mouth it attempted to drink 
but was apparently unable to swallow. The ery 
described by the owner was a guttural sort of high 
pitched wail, apparently induced by the sufferings 
of the unfortunate animal. 

The temperature was 105.2°F., pulse 140 hard, and 
respirations 96. No action of the bowels and sup- 
pression of urine. The wound in the upper lip of the 
right side had completely cicatrised. 

The patient was bright eyed and fully conscious, 
the appearance of the eyes giving one the impression 
of an appeal for relief from its agony. 

| advised the destruction of the animal, as there 
was no hope of recovery, but owing to the wishes of 
the wife of the owner, morphia was given as a sedative 
and this temporarily relieved the patient until the 
time of its death, 18 hours later. The late Wallis 
Hoare states, in his ‘ System of Veterinary Medicine,” 
that tetanus is very rarely met with in the dog and 
quotes a case recorded by Wooldridge, in the Velerin- 
ary Journal of January, 1908, in which it is stated 
the patient, a fox terrier, was unable to stand; this 
was not a feature of the case described above. 


Sleeping Sickness in a Dog — Its relation to Encephalitis 
Lethargica in Man. 


(By J. Brown, M.D., Blackpool.) 


In 1919 there were 290 deaths certified as due to 
encephalitis lethargica. This disease was made 
notifiable in 1918. From the daily press it was 
reported that in some parts of England domestic 
animals suffered from a similar disease. There was 
an outbreak in 1919 amongst dogs at Hayes, in Kent ; 
some cases proved fatal. There is no indication of 
poison or distemper. The dogs are seized with 
sleepiness, refuse food and water, creep to dark 
corners and cannot be roused. Death has occurred 
in from three to eight days. Also sleeping sickness 
occurred in February, 1921, amongst cats, at Saffron 
Walden, in Kssex, which was of an infectious character, 
and so fatal that very few cats were left in the town. 
Death occurred in from twenty-four to seventy-two 
hours. The report that I have written on a case of 
“ Sleeping sickness in a dog” is not so complete as 
I could have desired. I did not at first realise the 
relation of this disease to the encephalitis lethargica 
in man. “ Roy,” a male wire-haired fox terrier, 
was taken ill with acute gastritis three months after 
he came to us. It was treated with bismuth mixture 
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for three weeks. It was greatly emaciated, and 
before it had fully regained its strength it was attacked 
with peculiar cerebral symptoms, some of which were 
similar to those described in the medical journals 
occurring in children and adults. Dalziel, vol. 3, 
page 5U8, gives the name of * Turnside”’ to the 
disease, in which an automatic rotating action takes 
place. In this case it was from west to east. Dalziel 
says “it may be due to hydatid cysts.” ‘The dog was 
unconscious, never barked, and had paresis of hind 
legs. When nature needed the bladder to be emptied, 
automatically the dog would get up and urinate on 
its four legs, never lifting the hind leg. When the 
dog got up in the night to urinate he would continue 
to rotate, using fore legs for motion, the hind legs 
remaining fixed to the concrete floor. The pads 
of the hind legs were worn down to the blood vessels, 
and there was blood on the floor. The rotatory 
movements increased rapidly, and only ceased when 
he came to the wall, or was placed in his bed. — This 
profound stupor continued for several days. With 
no hope of its recovery, | gave bisulphide of carbon 
gas, which is a cheap, quick and lethal poison when 
given ina confined space. There were no convulsions 
nor foulness of breath. At post-mortem we carefully 
examined for hydatid cysts. There was no evidence 
of inflammation of the brain or membranes, no excess 
of cerebro-spinal fluid. The brain was healthy in 
appearance and consistence. The blood showed 
no evidence of disease ; the heart muscle was natural. 
The brain showed no signs of disease. The faces 
were examined and no ova found. A sample of 
the blood was sent by registered post to the Veterinary 
Department of the Local Government Board. No 
report having been received, I wrote to the Local 
Government Board, and was informed that there was 
no Veterinary Department except at the Board of 
Agriculture. They were unable to trace the speci- 
mens. In reports of encephalitis lethargica in man, 
rise of temperature was present in some cases ; also 
no marked signs of inflammation of the brain. This 
type is best deseribed as sleeping sickness. The 
disease is not markedly, if at all, infectious. The 
cause of the toxemia is doubtful. There were no 
cases of the disease in man or animals in Blackpool. 








Special Meeting of R.C.V.S. Council. 
ReviskpD PRELIMINARY HXAMINATIONS QUESTION, 


Immediately following the Quarterly Meeting, 
reported in our last week’s issue, a Special Meeting 
of Council was held. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley 
(President) occupied the Chair, and the same members 
were present as at the quarterly meeting. 

Minules.The minutes of the meeting of the &th 
October, 1921, which had been printed and circulated, 
were taken as read and confirmed. 


Motion py Mr. J. C. CoLemMan. 


Mr. J. C. Coteman moved the following motion, 
of which he had given notice : 

That in Bye-law 45, line 7, the words “ except 

the Registration and Parliamentary Committees ” 
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he inserted in place of the words “except the 
Registration Committee.” 


In doing so, he said: Mr. President and gentlemen, 
| think it needs very few words of mine to commend 
this alteration to you. A number of us have been 
members of this Council for a period of anything from 
nine to twelve years, and we have never had an 
opportunity of serving on this committee. —L believe 
a similar thing occurred some years ago with regard 
to the Registration Committee, when certain members 
wished to get on it and they could not, and the same 
steps were then taken. If it is necessary for the 
whole Council to sit in judgment upon the delinquents 
of the profession, think it is equally important that 
the whole Council should advise and help to draw up 
the regulations which are going to govern our adminis 
tration. As one of the members representing the 
profession, I think it is most unfair that we should 
not know anything about the inner workings of the 
Council and of the matters that come before it. We 
only have very short reports put before us at the 
Council, and we know nothing of the work of the 
committees unless we are on them. | am not on a 
single committee myself, and, as one of the representa 
tives of the profession I think it is an injustice to the 
profession that I should not be allowed to have some 
voice in the arrangements for the administration. 
1 am not the only one in this position, but [ take this 
particular point for myself to-day. — L sincerely hope 
that you will consider this resolution in the proper 
light. Some objection may be raised that large 
conunittees are unwieldy, but IL believe it is the 
custom of this Council and of its committees that if 
they have any important work to do they 
immediately refer it to a sub-committee appointed 
for that particular puipose. Therefore 1 do not 
think the argument with regard to the unwieldiness 
of the committee applies in that respect. 


L have great pleasure in moving the alteration of 
bye-law 45 in the terms of which L have given notice. 


Dr. Suare-Jones: | second that. 


Mr. Garnerr: It will have been noticed that this 
question of the election of members of Council is 
under the consideration of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. The whole subject wiil be thoroughly gone 
into, and it will be brought up before this Council, | 
expect, at their next meeting, when it can be 
thoroughly thrashed out. [ do not think anybody 
can say that we could conceive of a better way of 
appointing members of a committee than by ballotting 
for them in full Council. (°° Hear, hear.”’) That 
is our present method. Whatever we may do in the 
way of altering the regulations, either by having a 
Selection Committee or by voting in some other way, 
no fairer means than those [ have just suggested 
could possibly exist. 1 think perhaps it might save 
time and might satisfy Mr. Coleman's wishes if this 
discussion were left over until we receive the report 
from the Committee on the subject of electing the 
Standing Committees of this Council. I merely 
throw that out as a suggestion. 
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Dr. SHARE-JONES: | should like to say a word or 
two in seconding the motion. Since | have been 
au member of this Council, my observation of the work 
of the Parliamentary Committee convinces me that 
that Committee is of the greatest importance. — It 
deals with matters which I think every member of the 
Council ought to be acquainted with in detail, and 
for that reason I think Mr. Coleman's proposition is a 
wise one, that every member of the Council should be 
u member of that Committee. There seems to me 
to be no earthly reason why any single member of 
Council should be excluded from work which is so 
important. 

The Presipent: Does Mr. Coleman agree with the 
suggestion of Mr. Garnett / 

Mr. CoLEMAN: No, I am afraid | do not, because 
or the last occasion | know for an absolute fact that 
certain members of Council did not vote for 15 
members, but they voted in such a manner as to 
secure the election of certain members of Council. 

Sir Srewarr Stockman: If Mr. Garnett’s sugges- 
tion is not to be accepted, | would like to speak in 
opposition to the motion. The same argument used 
by Mr. Coleman might be applied to the election of 
several other committees that they are so important 
that they should be composed of all the members of 
Council. We know, however, that the Parliamentary 
Committee is one of the most over-loaded committees 
of all our committees, and we also know that the more 
members you put on a committee, above a certain 
number, the greater is the business retarded. Mr. 
Coleman’s proposition amounts to this, that it will 
retard the work of this heavily-laden committee by 
making every member of the Council a member of 
this committee. I do not think it will work at all. 
| agree with what Mr, Garnett said, that the present 
method of electing committees is one of the fairest 
that can be adopted. Mr. Coleman has informed us 
that he is not a member of the committee. Well, 
I can honestly say that 1 voted for him, but other 
people did not. But has he any right to complain 
of that? Have IT any right to complain that my 
colleagues did not elect me on the committee ¢ 
It is up to this Council to choose what they consider 
the best representatives for any particular committee. 
| do not think it is a good argument that, because one 
member has been left out, every member of the Council 
should have a right to sit on a committee which is 
already overloaded. Mr, Coleman will have another 
opportunity of getting on to the Parliamentary 
Committee, and I hope he will be successful, but in 
the meantime | desire to oppose the proposition that 
the Committee should consist of every member of 
Council, as is the case in the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Winierr: [ have been on the Parliamentary 
Committee, and | agree with what Sir Stewart Stock- 
man has said. [must confess that a large committee 
of the whole Council for the Parliamentary Committee 
would, to my mind, be impossible. — For the work that 
has to be done by the Parliamentary Committee I 
think it would be inadvisable to adopt Mr. Coleman’s 
proposition. 
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Mr. TriagceR: 1 am not a member of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee. I was a member at one time, but 
I was was not. elected at one of the ballots, at the same 
time that Sir Stewart Stockman fell off. We were 
all members until then. We had a perfectly fair 
chance of being elected, and I quite agree that the 
ballotting method is the best method that can be 
put in force. I would also like to point out to Mr. 
Coleman that he seems to have overlooked the fact 
that every member of the Council has a perfegt right 
to be present at meetings of the committees, as long 
as he does not take any part in them and does not 
interfere with the business of the committee. Every 
member has a perfect right to sit in the meetings and 
listen to what occurs. Since I have not been a 
member of the Parliamentary Committee, I have 
taken the opportunity of sitting in the room and hear- 
ing what has been done, so that I have been able to 
master the work that has come before them. — I think 
the argument which Mr. Coleman has used might be 
adopted in connection with any committee that any 
particular member wants to get on. I do not see 
any more force in the argument about the Parlia- 
mentary Committee than about any other committee, 
and I shall certainly oppose the suggested alteration, 

Mr. Banuam: I am strongly in favour of any 
member of this Council being put on any committees 
that he desires to sit on. If he is particularly anxious 
to get on to a committee, [ think he ought to be 
appointed to it. I was the instigator of the pro- 
position that the Registration Committee should 
consist of the whole of the members of the Council, 
and I did that for this reason. When I was elected 
on the Council some twenty years ago, the Registration 
Committee was restricted to fifteen members, and, 
if I had not moved that the Registration Committee 
should consisé of the whole Council, I should have been 
blackballed in the election for the Registration 
Committee. That is what was done. I proposed 
that the Registration Committee should consist of the 
whole Council, because if that was adopted I knew I 
should be there. I joined the Council on purpose to 
get on to the Registration Committee. 

Mr. GARNETT: May I point out that if this is passed 
it will necessitate an alteration of the bye-lgws, 
because it is well known that no committee can 
consist of a majority of the Council. I would also 
like to point out that the method we now adopt of 
balloting for the members of the committee, instead 
of a man dropping out and another one taking his 
place, was insisted upon by Mr. Coleman. Now he 
himself is apparently opposed to that method, which 
is the fairest possible way we can have of selecting 
a committee. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: May I rise to a point of order ? 
I am afraid that Mr. Coleman is being side-tracked 
in this discussion. His resolution does not concern 
the question of ballotting or otherwise for a com- 
mittee. When I seconded it, my interpretation of 
the resolution was that it was his desire that every 
member of this Council should be a member of the 
Parliamentary Committee, just as every member of 





this Council is a member of the Registration 
Committee. The discussion has now been side- 
tracked upon the question as to whether {fifteen 
members are to be elected by ballot or otherwise. 
That has nothing whatever to do with the resolution 
as put down on the agenda. The practice underlying 
this resolution is a practice which is quite common 
in every other body with which I am acquainted, 
namely, that where a committee is of paramount 
importance, the committee is constituted of the whole 
of the members. That is the application of a 
principle which cannot reasonably be denied to a 
section of the members, if they desire it should be so 
constituted. 

Col. BrITTLEBANK : I cannot see that any precedent 
which has been created by the extension of the size 
of the Registration Committee should necessarily 
influence us to-day in deciding the size of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. My experience of committees 
is that if work is to be done the smaller the committee 
that you have the greater the amount of work that 
that committee is able to turn out. If we extend the 
Parliamentary Committee, I feel we shall stultify its 
work to such an extent that we might just as well 
resolve at the same time to discontinue the committee. 
I feel very strongly that it would be one of the most 
retrograde movements that we could make in the work 
of this Council. 

Mr. Locke: I think it is an unwritten law that 
any member who is not on a Committee has the privi- 
lege of being in the room and j joining in the disc ussion, 
with the Chairman’s permission. (Cries of ‘ Yes.’’) 
If any business of importance to himself is on the 
aganda of that committee, he is entitled to be there. 
(Cries of “ Yes.’’) 

The PrestpEnNt: We never ask strangers to retire, 
and we very often let them join in the discussion. 

Dr. SuareE-Jones: That definite statement from 
the chair puts the matter in a different light to me. 
It was only in order that all the members might be 
acquainted with the whole of the work of the Council 
that I seconded the motion. 

The motion was then put, and declared by the 
President lost. 

Mr. Co.eman: May I ask that the names of those 
who voted for it may be recorded ? 

The Prestpent: Yes. The names of those who 
voted in favour of the motion are: Dr. Share-Jones, 
Mr. Banham and Mr. Coleman. 


Motion By Sir Jonn McFapyean. 


Sir Joun McFavyEAn moved the following motion, 
in accordance with the notice he had given :- 

That the revised list of Preliminary Educational 
Examinations adopted at the Special Meeting of 
Council on the 8th April last shall not come into 
force until a date to be hereafter determined by 
the Council. 

In doing so, he said : It may be said that in bringing 
forward this proposition I am really opening the 
question which was dealt with by the Council at the 
Special Meeting which was held in April last, when 
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the Council passed a resolution, moved by the Presi- 
dent, “‘ That the revised list of preliminary examina- 
tions to be recognised as qualifying a candidate in 
respect of general education be adopted.” On that 
occasion I stated at considerable length what seemed 
to me to be good reasons for not passing the motion 
proposed by the President. I do not propose to go 
into them again at any length, but I may say briefly 
that the main arguments were directed towards 
convincing the Council that the moment was not 
opportune for altering the then-existing regulations 
with regard to general education until one had good 
reason to anticipate that any alteration would not 
make it impossible adequately to recruit the pro- 
fession—to keep it up, if not to the present numbers, 
at any rate to numbers that could be considered 
adequate. I believe that with the altered circum- 
stances which have arisen since April I could find new 
arguments of a very strong character in favour of my 
contention that it was unwise to alter the regulations, 
but there are some of those arguments that I do not 
propose to use unless [ am forced to, because this 
meeting is public, and I think use of them might be 
made which would be detrimental to the interests 
of the profession. There is, however, one new 
argument, and it is the only one that I am going to 
urge at the moment, and that is the argument which 
may be founded on the fact that, if the revised list 
had been in operation in October last, the total number 
of students that presumably would have entered all 
the five veterinary colleges would have been 37. 
Forty-three of the students who entered possessed the 
lower certificates—certificates that will become 
ineligible when this revised list is adopted. In 
reality, it would not be unfair to say that the number 
was not 37, but 34, because included among the 37 
there were three foreign university graduates who 
came in this year, and that is not a thing that is likely 
to be often repeated. Now, when we consider that 
the profession at present includes, I think, about 
3,300 members, anybody can figure to himself what 
the result would be in a few years if that represents 
anything like what may be expected by raising the 
present standard to that which is laid down for 
medical students by the General Medical Council. 

But my real excuse for bringing the matter so soon 
again before the Council is this, that I think by an 
oversight it was not specified when these regulations 
were to come into force. 

The Prestpent: Yes, they are to come into force 
on the Ist August, 1922. 

Sir Joun McFapyean: At any rate I know that 
vou, in moving the resolution, did not state that. I 
think it is possible you are reading from what was 
posted on the board, but at any rate, unless you are 
wrongly reported, no time was stated either when you 
formally moved it from the Chair to open the discus- 
sion or finally when the matter was put to the vote. 
But, even supposing it to be a fact that the Council 
decided that it was to come into force in August next, 
may I point out what that means? It means that 
from the present moment onwards no student can 
be admitted with the lower certificates, because, 
whea you alopt the revised list, say in August next 





that means that students who present themselves at 
the next following examination, namely, in December, 
for the Class A. examination, are asked to produce 
certificates regarding gencral knowledge passed before 
they began their professional studies. There is no 
manner of doubt about that. I ask, was it a reason- 
able thing for this Council to adopt a regulation of 
that sort and bring it into force within nine months— 
in reality to bring it into force within six months, 
because, of course, the important date was the Ist 
October, the period when 90 per cent. of students enter ~ 
college ? I think it is necessary for the Council to 
deal with the matter again; at any rate, I hope the 
Council will not think I have been unreasonable in 
bringing the matter up again. Of course, if my 
motion is carried, it will then be open to any member 
of Council to give three months’ notice to bring the 
new list into operation at the end of that time. 
No one can seriously maintain that there is any great 
urgency about it; it only binds the Council to a 
reconsideration of the matter as regards the actual 
date when the regulations are to be put into force. 
But I earnestly hope that the Council will wait until 
October next to see whether the number of students 
entering the different colleges, that is to say, the 
number of those who are offering themselves as 
recruits to the profession, is similar to what it is this 
year. The present number is, of course, manifestly 
inadequate. The register has diminished by about 
100, I think, during the last four years, and an 
entrance of 80, when one makes allowance for what 
are called the “‘ casualties’ of examinations, means 
that of the 80 entering this year, probably not more 
than 60, at any rate, will qualify in the four years. 
Therefore I earnestly hope the Council will see its 
way to pass this resolution. 
(T'o be continued). 





— Notes and News. 


Foot-and-Mouth Menace Renewed. 
A SEVERE VISITATION. 

Corresponding closely to the time of its occurrence 
last year, foot-and-mouth disehse has again made its 
unwelcome appearance on an extensive scale. The 
first indication of the fresh visitation was contained 
in the following communication :— 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease has been confirmed 
amongst cattle in the lairs at Newcastle, where 
animals await slaughter, and also amongst cattle and 
pigs at Hessle, near Hull (East Riding of Yorkshire). 
The affected Newcastle cattle passed through Morpeth 
Market on January 16th and were exposed at New- 
castle Market on January 17th. 

At the same time a report reached the Ministry 
from the Local Authority’s Veterinary Inspector of 
the existence of Foot-and-Mouth disease amongst 
cattle at Seaham Harbour, near Sunderland, Durham. 
Orders have been made prohibiting the movement 
of animals within or out of an area including large 
portions of Northumberland and Durham and also 
an area around Hessle, in Yorkshire (East Riding). 
Movement into those areas is also prohibited except 
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into the large towns for slaughter. All precautions 
have been taken to prevent the spread of disease 
in the localities of the outbreaks, and the tracing of all 
animals known to have been recently in contact with 
the affected stock is proceeding. Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Position Very Serious -Later Reports. 


The outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease in the 
North, says the Times of Tuesday, have developed 
to such an extent that the attack was officially 
described last evening as one of the most widespread 
visitations that the country has experienced for many 
years. Already more than 100 suspected cases of 
disease have been reported to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, and of these over 70 had been confirmed up to 
last evening. The Ministry has issued a warning 
notice describing the position as “‘ very serious,” 
and appealing for the wholehearted co-operation of 
stockowners in its efforts to cope with the trouble. 

Many markets in the North of England were closed 
yesterday. Four tons of timber were used to burn 
17 infected animals near Carlisle. More than one 
outbreak in Yorkshire has been traced to Irish cattle 
sold in the markets last week. 

The following is the text of the Ministry’s statement : 

On Tuesday, the 24th inst., the Ministry of Agriculture 
received information of the suspected existence of foot- 
and-mouth disease on premises at Newcastle and at 
Seaham Harbour, Durham. Disease was subsequently 
confirmed by the Ministry’s inspectors on both premises, 
and the inquiries brought to light the possibility of a serious 
outbreak in the counties of Durham and Northumberland, 
inasmuch as the markets at Newcastle and Gateshead 
were involved. On the same day the existence of disease 
was confirmed in the East Riding of Yorkshire at Hessle. 

In both these districts numerous outbreaks have now 
been confirmed, the majority of which have doubtless been 
due to infection being contracted in markets. On Satur- 
day, the 28th inst., further outbreaks were confirmed at 
widely separated centres in the West Riding of Yorkshire, 
in Lincolnshire (Lindsey Division), in Cheshire, in Cumber- 
land, and in the North Riding of Yorkshire. Preliminary 
inquiries in these cases show that the following markets 
have been involved :—viz., Northallerton, York, Wakefield, 
Doncaster, Carlisle, and Kendal. Accordingly, the 
Ministry yesterday made an Order revoking the existing 
Orders, and prohibiting the movement out of an area 
including 

the whole of the counties of Cumberland, Northumber- 

land, Durham, Westmorland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, 

Chester, Derby, and Nottingham, the Lindsey Division 

of Lincolnshire, and that part of the county of Stafford 

lying north of the London and North-Western Railway 
line from Tamworth to Crewe, and also comprising 
certain parishes in the county of Dumfries. 

The Order prohibits the movement of animals into that 
area except for slaughter within 96 hours, and over any 
highway or thoroughfare within the area except for 
necessary purposes by licence of an inspector of the local 
authority. Markets are restricted to fat stock, and 
may only be held by licence of the local authority subject 
to the veterinary — of animals exposed thereat. 


R.S.1. Meat Inspection Course. 

The spring term course of Royal Sanitary Institute 
lectures and demonstrations includes the following 
instruction in practical training for meat and food 
inspectors. 

Monday, January 30th, at 5-30 p.m. Introductory 
Lecture to Students in the several Courses, by Professor 
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H. R. Kenwood, C.M.G., M.B., F.R.S.E. (Admission 
to this Lecture will be free.) 

The course consists of :—Systematic Practical 
Training in the inspection of Meat at a Cattle Market, 
including Demonstration on live cattle and sheep, 
slaughtering and dressing of animals, names and 
situations of the organs, diseases of animals, methods 
of stalling, arrangements of markets and byres, etc. 

The demonstrations are given at the Institute at 
6 p.m. on Fridays, February 10th, 17th, 24th ; March 
10th, 24th; April 2Ist; and at the Metropolitan 
Cattle Market, at 12-30 p.m. on Saturdays, February 
18th; March 4th, llth, 18th, 25th; April Ist, &th, 
22nd, by J. R. Hayhurst, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Vict.), 
Superintendent and Chief Veterinary Inspector, 
Metropolitan Cattle Market, and a Veterinary Inspec- 
tor of the City of London and the London County 
Council (D. of A. Acts). 

Visit to the Central Meat Market, Smithfield, E.C., 
on Wednesday, April 5th, at 11 a.m. 

Students car also attend the following Lectures in 
Part LI. of the Course for Sanitary Officers :--- 

Thursday, March 30th. The Laws, By-Laws, and 
Regulations affecting the Sale of Food. 

Friday, March 3lst. The Appearance and Character 
of Fresh Meat and other foods, and the conditions 
rendering them fit or unfit for human consumption. 
Preserving and storage. J. Spencer Low, C.B.E., 
M.B., B.Se., D.P.H. 

Monday, April 3rd. Signs of Health and Disease 
in Animals destined for Food, when alive and after 
slaughter. James R. Hayhurst, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M. (Vict.). 

Wednesday, April 5th. The Names and Situations 
of the Organs of the Body in Animals. 

Friday, April 7th. Practical Methods of Stalling 
and Slaughtering Animals. Lieut.-Col. T. Dunlop 
Young, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Lond.). 

Monday, April 10th. Diseased Meat, with a 
Demonstration of Morbid Specimens collected from 
Meat Markets. James R. Hayhurst, M.R.C.VS., 
D.V.S.M. (Vict.). 

Wednesday, April 12th. The Hygiene of Cowsheds, 
Dairies, and Slaughterhouses, Markets, and other 
places where food is stored or handled. J. Spencer 
Low, C.B.E., M.B., B.Se., D.P.H. 

The fee for the two months’ Complete Course of 
Practical Training, including the Lectures and 
Demonstrations in Part IT. of the Course for Sanitary 
Officers, is £5 5s. Od., or without Part IT. £4 14s. 6d. 


Official Milk Conference. 


It is proposed to have another Milk and Dairies 
Bill, and an informal conference has been held at the 
Ministry of Health to consider it. The report of this 
conference says milk should be graded, and other 
details are mentioned. The Milk and Dairies Act, 
1915, was objected to because it relied on a system of 
inspection. In an article in the British Farmer 
Sir Herbert Matthews says 

“The most important sentence in the whole of 
this reported conference is that which sets out the 
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main objection to the Act of 1915, ‘ that the British 
public would not welcome it because it relies on an 
elaborate and costly system of inspection.” What a 
misunderstanding of the British public! It does 
not care how elaborate or costly a system may be, so 
long as it believes that system is safeguarding its 
health. 

“Moreover, nine-tenths of that public will never 
know whether such a system is in force or not. The 
section that does know will never consent to the 
expense they will be put to in the shape of dearer 
milk (which the suggested classification will involve) 
without being satisfied that they are getting security 
for their money. How is that security to be obtained 
with inspection ? ” 

The Act of 1915 has never been enforced, and it is 
this need of inspection which is involved that has 
stood in the way, and it has been allowed to become a 
dead letter. Sir Herbert, therefore, proposes as the 
first item of his new programme that the Milk and 
Dairies Act, 1915, together with the Tuberculosis 
Order, be put into operation without delay.— Farmer's 
Gazette. 








The late Mr. Charles Cartwright. 
AN APPRECIATION. 


The profession has lost an enthusiast, and a man of 
wide interests and attainments, by the death of Mr. Charles 
Cartwright, M.R.C.V.S., of 40 Taswell Road, Southsea 
(where he went to reside in 1920), at the advanced age of 
87 years, the sad event occurring on January 4th from 
syncope, following bronchitis. 

The deceased member was in youth led by his fondness 
for animals to abandon the study of human medicine 
for that of the sister branch, graduating in 1856, his 
abilities eliciting special commendation from the late 
Professor Gamgee. The youngest son of the late Mr. 
Richard Cartwright, of “Oxford, the deceased had an 
extensive private practice which, eight years ago, he 
divided amongst three of his friends, when the strain ol 
carrying this on co-incidently with exacting Government 
work became too great. 

Mr. Cartwright held the post of Veterinary Inspector 
of cattle at all ports of Ireland from 1872 to 1874, when 
the inspection was abolished. In 1882 he was appointed 
a Middlesex County Inspector for Staines, and, following 
the demise of Mr. Leggett in 1903, was transferred to 
Hanwell, which post he retained to the time of his death. 

There was little indeed that he could not do—a writer 
(he was the author of a work on scabies)—a gifted water- 
colour artist—a talented vocalist (he had a fine baritone 
voice)—his interests were many and varied. Mr. Cart- 
wright excelled in nearly all out-door sports, but hunting 
was, I think, his favourite relaxation. , 

With these accomplishments went a beautiful simplicity 
of disposition, a character marked by absence of affectation, 
by sincerity and an intense feeling for other people. He 
never blamed and but seldom criticised. His was a 
lovable nature, and one imbued with deep religious con- 
victions. Through all his life the simple faith of his 
childhood never varied, never faltered, and in consequence 
his passing was most beautiful. Ww. 


An Appreciation of the late W. Alfred Welch. 
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 


By the death of W. Alfred Welch, of Bath, the profession 
has lost one of its staunchest_supporters. Prior to the 
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advent of motor traction he carried on an extensive and 
lucrative practice, and being an excellent judge of a horse 
as well as a sound practitioner, his services were in great 
demand. 

Two years ago next month he was one of seven veterin- 
ary surgeons who met in Bristol to discuss the advisability 
of forming an association. No small share of the success 
attained by the Mid-West and South Wales Veterinary 
Association was due to Mr. Welch’s constant interest in 
its welfare, he being one of its vice-presidents. The 
Association held its first meeting in Bath this year, 
and our deceased colleague was greatly looking forward 
with others to making the meeting a success, but, alas, he 
died the day before, after a short illness. 

Possessed of an interesting personality and a kindly and 
generous nature, he was indeed a true friend and sportsman. 
May his memory long remain evergreen among his friends 
and colleagues in the West and in and around the Abbey 
city of Bath. ; 





Obituary. 


The death of Captain T. W. W. Hindle occurred at Cum- 
berwell House, London, on January 17th, after six months’ 
illness, from neurasthenia, brought about by war service, 
an affection he brought to England from France in 1918. 

Mr. Hindle served a pupilage of four years with the late 
Mr. Wm. Blunsom, of Cirencester, after which he graduated 
at the Royal College, London, in 1891. He returned to 
Mr. Blunsom as assistant, then started a branch practice 
at Malmesbury, as Blunsom and Hindle. The deceased 
eventually bought it and carried on there for over twenty- 
one years. He was much esteemed for many miles 
around, being a very practical man in his profession and 
highly principled. <A fine horseman, Mr. Hindle was well 
known in the show ring with very stylish driving ponies, 
and a very familiar figure in the Beaufort Hunt. He sold 
his practice in Malmesbury and came to Warminster in 
1912 by request. Here a very good practice was built up. 
War came, and he answered the call, joining the R.A.V.C. 
in December, 1914, and being sent to the Central Remount 
Depot, Aldershot, as Veterinary Officer in Charge till 1916. 
Proceeding from there to the Veterinary Hospital, Romsey, 
he eventually took charge of the Remount Depot at 
Templecombe and Sherbourne. In 1917 the deceased 
was sent to France, and came back in 1918, suffering 
from shell shock, and very severe neurasthenia, from which 
he only partly recovered. Returning to Warminster in 
1919, Mr. Hindle carried on his old practice till July, 1921. 
When about to perform a minor operation on a cow, he 
sustained a kick in the head, the ‘shock bringing on the 
fatal illness from which he died. Mr. Hindle leaves a 
widow and an only child, a son, to mourn his loss. 


Tuomas WILLIAM WARBURTON HINDLE died at Camber- 
well House, London, on January 17th, aged 54 years. 
Graduated London, 1891. -* 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 








A Canine Probiem. 

Sir,—The statement by me in my letter published 
January 7th that “I appreciate a bit of fairplay ”’ is 
translated by Captain Kirk into an accusation of unfair- 
ness against himself. It is a _ peculiar translation, 
especially in view of the fact that later on he indulges 
in the commonplace that “‘ the columns of the Veterinary 
Record are open for the healthy discussion of matters 
professional.”” Most veterinary surgeons know this, 
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and some of us have longer experience of the fact than 
even Captain Kirk. However “ revenons @ nos moutons.” 
Dogmatism is defined by the dictionary as “ a positive 
assertion of opinion.” Captain Kirk makes the statement 
in his letter, published December 24th, that “‘ oral lesions 
(necrosis and gangrene of the tongue) ” occur “ in the vast 
majority of cases”’ of Stuttgart disease. This is un- 
qualified dogmatism, and I venture to say that even at a 
second attempt Captain Kirk has not substantiated his 
statement. Again, “ distension of the bladder is very 
rare in Stuttgart disease,” and again, “‘normal and sub- 
normal temperatures exist throughout Stuttgart disease.” 
All these statements are dogmatic and open to questior, 
because none of them is qualified in any way. In your 
isaus of Decembor 24th, in the relation by Captain Kirk, 
on page 1015, of “ Stuttgart and Distemper Exhibits,” 
he says, among other things, that Stuttgart disease is 
distinguished from distemper by the fact of “ acute 
enteritis” existing in Stuttgart disease; but Stuttgart 
disease has long been known as a gastro-enteritis, and 
is not distinguished solely by acute enteritis. 

Captain Kirk writes that he has consulted two works 
as the authorities for the statements in his letter published 
January 2lst. What are the two works? He doesn’t 
give the titles. This, for a man who wrote the letter 
entitled “‘ The Delinquencies of Some Practitioners,’ is 
rather surprising..-Yours faithfully, G. Mavyatt. 

88 St. George’s Road, Bolton, January 21st, 1922. 





A Request for Urinary Calculi. 


Sir,—I shall be glad if any of your readers can send me 
specimens of urinary calculi (kidney, bladder, or urethral) 





from any animal, on loan for a short time, with permission 


February 4, 1922 


to scrape off a small portion, sufficient for analytical 
purposes. 

It is for the purpose of an investigation which is at the 
present moment being undertaken in colloboration with 
Professor Gardner, of the Bio-Chemical Department of 
the University of London, the result of which will shortly 
be placed before the medical and veterinary professions. 

Specimens (which will be carefully taken care of and 
returned, if so requested) are particularly asked for from 
the cow, sheep (especially the ram), pig and cat, but those 
from the horse and dog will also be welcome. 

Histories, especially in regard to the age and sex of the 
patients, and any particulars of dietary will be appreciated. 
All information utilised will be fully acknowledged to the 
authors.—Yours faithfully, FrepErick Hospay. 

165 Church Street, Kensington, London, W. 

January 20th, 1922. 








Army Veterinary Service. 

LONDON GAZETTE—WaR OFFICE, REGULAR FORCES. 

January 24th_—Temporary Quartermasters relinquish 
their commissions on completion of service, and retain 
their rank :—Captains J. H. Ashton, D.C.M., M.B.E. 
(January Ist, 1920); E. Epps (April 3rd, 1919); J. Fisher 
(April 5th, 1919); J. A. Harmer (September Ist, 1921) ; 
R. H. Jameson (September Ist, 1921) ; O. Preston (August 
26th, 1919); H. R. Rose (September 9th, 1919); A. H. 
Webber (September 2nd, 1919); Lieut. T. J. Sutton, 
M.B.E. (October 20th, 1920). 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 


January 25th.—Captain H. W. Stevens resigns his 
commission (January 26th) and retains the rank of Captain. 





to 1914. Summary of Returns. 





















































Foot- Glanders ses . 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including — ay Swine Fever 
Disease. Farcy). — ’ 

Cases | : 3 8 £3 % £3 % £3 Bas 

' ' | ad ‘ > 

Period Confirmed. =} 3 8 ae 8 ~ Z| 3 e—"a| 3 jo- al 8 a $3 

5 = 3 38 = o.n| 8 -Pes!| Ss [= o8i s tors “S 

aio. 2 2. @ Oe A2Se| @ [23e| = [23s] 2 337 

2}eu| 2 | a3 2328-8 2 es] « Geslas es 

w£/22!) ¢ | 8 fe -Sslibs| 2 |82s| a [2 Fs] $2 [os 

a oe ,CE! & a) = Sok? 3 3 E Lo S is. 31.4 E 233 

Sl S<e]ec 3 [Se fesskes<| 2 St<| = [SB<] Sa ie 
& - S 3 FE} 2s 
S6°|]6 |< ]6 56 |< £6 <6 16 |a 
GY. BRITAIN. 7 = te Bere” pee ae 7% 

No. No. | No. | No. | No | No No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. 

Week ended 2ist January,1922 |... ... 8 8 ne 45 75], 43 26 12 
m ; wa fs afi | if 3 | as7f.. | .. | aa] azo] a9 | 33 | a3 

a 1920 | 1) 7 7 1 290 l 4 | 161| 297] 17 | 35 | 19 

— 1919 | 1... s'] 4 173 |... .. | 160) 315] 22 | 15 1 

Total for 3 weeks, 1922 be ie até 33 35 146 | 225] 142 92 37 

di 1921 7 1 55 68 15 1470 = ai 265 | 437] 99 93 24 

ages ny ~e 1920 | 2) ... | 27 | 32 7 13 | 738 3 | 6 | 476) 931] 84 [136 | 51 

perivd in 1919 ll 1 16 | 17 8 237 537 | 1141 61 55 22 





~~Nors.— The tigures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 

































































inkLAND. — | 
Outbreaks | 
Week ended 21st January, 1922 ke | i 2 4 8 40 
1921 ... = ve - ve | 7 14 l 6 
Corresponding Week in 1920 eds ove vee = 4 3 10 m i § 
1919 " — l 16 | 1 
Total for 3 weeks, 1922 | és 16 16 25 | 113 
1921. Sd ae Ce l 32 | 2 7 
Corresponding period in + 1920 ... ees eee ose | ‘ 12 29 one 2 
u nts . 1919... and 7 ; 42 7 4 BB 


Nors.—The tigures tor the current year are approximate only. 


